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Abstract: There is a distinct connection between the racialized displacement of 
Colombians and how this results in these undocumented refugees becoming an invisible 
demographic in Ecuador (Leutert, 2012). The purpose of this research project is to 
analyze how this connection plays out in the everyday lives of Colombian refugees; from 
seeking social services in Ecuador to their social perception among Ecuadorians. 
Analysis will use a variety of approaches. Beginning with a discussion of the ways in 
which this displacement is racialized, I will segue into other intersectionalities which 
contribute to this invisibility, such as gender, and how this, along with race, affects 
accessibility to services as undocumented versus documented refugees in Ecuador. 
Furthermore, I will relate the experiences of undocumented refugees to a history of 
violence, conflict and human rights violations created by the Colombian drug trade, 
which forced the migration of many Colombians into Ecuador. The source of this 
racialized displacement, and consequential racialized bodies within Ecuadorian society, 
was created by the drug trade’s history of political and social violence. This violence has 
thus been manifested in the bodies of afro-Colombian refugees in Ecuador.  
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i. Introduction 

 The topic of study for this research paper is a discussion of the connectivity 

between the racialized displacement of Colombians and how undocumented refugees 

become an invisible demographic in Ecuador because of this (Leutert, 2012). Analysis 

takes place through a variety of approaches. I will first discuss the ways in which this 

displacement is racialized. I will also look into other intersectionalities which contribute 

to this invisibility, such as gender, and how they, along with race, affect accessibility to 

services for undocumented versus documented refugees in Ecuador. Furthermore, I will 

relate the experiences of undocumented refugees to a history of violence, conflict and 

human rights violations as created by the Colombian drug trade, which thus forced the 

migration of many Colombians into Ecuador.  

 This is an important area of study, firstly, because of the sheer volume of people 

these issues affect. A Colombian human rights organization stated that about 5 million 

people have been affected by the border conflict and approximately 1,500 refugees 

continue to enter Ecuador every month (Leutert, 2011). The racialized idea of a 

Colombian refugee has dire affects on their ability to attain official refugee status, and 

thus to access social services and to live among the general Ecuadorian population with 

little struggle against prejudice, governmentally and socially. The Ecuadorian 

government, over the past four years, has made it more difficult for Colombians to attain 

refugee status (White, 2011), which is a consequence of the Ecuadorian perception of the 

Colombian refugee as criminal (Leutert, 2011). This perception of Colombians as 

criminals, I argue, is a direct result of the international conflict resulting from the 

Colombian drug trade. 
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 Analysis of my research finding will provide readers with a clear understanding of 

the relationship between race and development, in regards to the Colombian conflict and 

the resulting situation of Colombians in Ecuador. I will explore how Colombian identity, 

specifically that of Afro-Colombians, has become racialized and attached to criminal 

activity. I will demonstrate how colonial methods of homogenizing ethnic groups are 

reflected within President Correa’s change of policy and rhetoric in regards to the 

presence of Colombian refugees in Ecuador and the rise in crime rates, as connected to 

the refugee presence. 

ii. A history of the Colombian conflict 

 According to information distributed by the Refugee Council of the United States 

of America, the conflict in Colombia is regarded as the “most urgent humanitarian crisis 

in our hemisphere” (1). Violence and opposition has occurred between left-wing 

guerillas, right-wing paramilitaries and the Colombian armed forces, creating a tense 

hostility along the border of Ecuador, as well as drastic increases in forced displacement 

within Colombian and migration outside of Colombia (1).  

 Colombia has been in severe civil conflict since the late 1940s. While much of 

this initial conflict occurred well within its own national borders, over the past few years 

the dynamics of the conflict have changed, and shifted the intensity towards the borders 

of the country, encroaching on Ecuadorian territory (Verney, 2009:60).  

 What began as politically motivated ‘slaughter’ took on a more sinister guise from 
 the 1960s when the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the 
 National Liberation Army (ELN) set about redressing social and economic 
 inequality by attempting to bring down the government (Global Migration, 
 2013:709). 
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Despite its duration and destructive power, there is no one agreed-upon explanation for 

the Colombian conflict. The dynamics, forces and reasons have transformed over time 

and do not revolve around a single issue or two opposing sides, but “instead has been 

defined by a changing local, regional and national dynamics and different historical 

processes” (Gonzáles, 2014). Gonzáles discusses the complexity of the Colombian 

conflict and how historical processes of land settlement and state building geographic 

differences and developments (such as the growth of coca production) have altered the 

conflict (2014). What is particularly interesting about Gonzáles’s perspective on the 

conflict is this simple fact: the conflict has resulted in no one individual or group 

controlling territory, which has made the people of Colombia the main targets of 

victimization and violent attacks (2014). Prior to this time, however, there were 

significant political events that paved the way for Colombia’s violent modern day: 

 In the 1930s the Liberal Party launched social, economic and political 
 modernising reforms. These created an atmosphere of polarisation that prepared 
 the way for the explosion of violence of the 1950s that became known as La 
 Violencia. Violent regional clashes between Liberals and Conservatives spread 
 across the entire country following the assassination in 1948 of the presidential 
 aspirant and popular Liberal leader Jorge Eliécer Gaitán. The reaction in Bogotá 
 on 9 April (the famous 'Bogotazo' riots) and in other regions of the country 
 produced a Conservative counter-attack. In response, rural Liberal and 
 Communist groups formed campesino self-defence guerrilla groups which the 
 Conservatives fought with counter-guerrilla units and hired assassins. It is 
 estimated that some 200,000 were killed from 1946 to 1953 (Gonzáles. 2014:12). 
 

The ensuing political turmoil maintained the country’s state of conflict. For sixteen years, 

the Liberal and Conservative parties alternated presidency, dividing the state power 

between them. The shared monopoly on power prevented other local powers from 

expressing themselves politically, leading to the rise of social problems in Colombia 

(Gonzáles, 2014:11-12). 
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 Colombia experienced fast urbanization, exposure to international thought and a 

significant growth in university education from the 1970s onward (Gonzáles, 2014:12). 

Revolutionary guerilla movements began appearing in the 1960s, while the problems 

faced by campesinos rose and the radicalization of university students and the middle 

class increased (Gonzáles, 2014:12). Contributing to an overall negative and 

homogenized international sentiment towards communism, self-defense groups in the 

country in peripheral areas of the campesino land formed into the infamous guerrilla 

group of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). This occurred in 1966 

after the relatively unorganized self-defense groups were attacked by the army (Gonzáles, 

2014:13). 

 Within the ten years between 1990 and 2000, there were 26,985 civilian murders 

resulting from the armed conflict, while there was less than half this number of  fatalities 

in military operations (12,887 ) (Gonzáles, 2014:10) during this time. In 1995, there were 

92 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants of Colombia, which was the highest rate ever 

recorded in the world. Over nine thousand  homicides in 1983 increased to 28,284 in only 

10 years. Although this trend has decreased marginally in recent years, the numbers are 

still staggering (Gonzáles, 2014:10). The actual numbers are included here as they vividly 

depict the magnitude of the situation. In regards to the internal Colombian conflict, this is 

certainly true. Gonzáles (2014) writes of the drastic increases, well over double and 

sometimes triple, in military action and civilian targets of violence. Between 1985 and 

2003, between 1.5 and 2 million Colombians were displaced out of a population of 

approximately 28.8 million in 1980 and 41.8 million in 2003 (The World Bank, 2014). 

Unlike many global armed conflicts, there is no clear solution to the Colombian conflict 
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as there are no obvious perpetrators and there are disagreements regarding multiple 

explanations for the violence (Gonzáles, 2014:11). 

 Gonzáles cites two historically significant phenomena that are vital to 

understanding the Colombian conflict – campesino colonization of peripheral areas and a 

failure to implement agrarian reform to redistribute land ownership (Gonzáles, 2014:11). 

A campesino refers to a peasant or a person living in a rural area. Instead of agrarian 

reform, Gonzáles writes that poor campesinos were constantly expulsed further and 

further away, where there was minimal presence of the central state’s regulatory systems 

(2014). Because of this minimal presence in newly settled territories, these areas had a 

harder time integrating into the rest of the country, resulting in conflicts (Gonzáles, 

2014:12). For a variety of reasons , the political structural problems brought to Colombia 

by the Spanish colonies during initial colonization deepened. A social hierarchy in 

Colombia was created with the concentration of land ownership, the only solution to a 

lack of state presence in certain areas, which obviously was a cause of major upheaval in 

these areas. Thus, the struggle for territorial control began. (Gonzáles, 2014:12).  

 This conflict, as Gonzáles explains, is highly geographical in more ways than one. 

Although it began as a fight for land and territory, it also resulted in the displacement of 

its peoples. Gonzáles calls for a need to analyze “the geographic dimension of the 

violence, which does not cover the entire Colombian territory homogenously nor with the 

same intensity” (2014:15). Different parts of Colombia represent different geographic 

locations for their societal change. While the north appears to be more in control, the 

south, closer to the Ecuadorian border, remains unstable, meaning the conflict ultimately 

has spilled into neighbouring countries: specifically Ecuador. Given that the illegal drug 
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trade inevitably affects many other countries, specifically the United States and their 

“war on drugs”, the geography of this violence spreads far and wide. Numerous 

violations of human rights and the International Humanitarian Law involve the rest of the 

world. The result of this conflict will have a large impact on how Colombians are 

perceived internationally.,This can already be seen in their general treatment in Ecuador. 

The conflict, Gonzáles writes, can be seen as a war against the civilian population, and 

this war extends well beyond its borders. 

1. Racism in Ecuador 

 “In the national consciousness, Ecuador is a mestizo nation” (Beck, Mijeski et al. 

2011:102). This national consciousness, which is also supported by the Correa 

government, fails to acknowledge the vast differences in ethnicity in the country, along 

with the separate racial issues. The homogenization of the Ecuadorian population turns a 

blind eye to racial discrimination, and means there is little to no discussion or political 

action addressing these issues (Beck, Mijeski et al. 2011:102). Many modernizing leaders 

in Ecuador support the concept of “todos somos mestizos” (or “we are all mestizos”), 

which assumes the entire population is of mixed race, which discounts personal identities 

(Beck, Mijeski et al. 2011:103). Although Correa ran, and continues to uphold, a 

constitution based around the support of indigenous values (Buen Vivir or good living), 

Ecuador has not engaged in a discourse on racism or discrimination (Beck, Mijeski et al. 

2011:102). Beck, Mijeski and Stark conducted a survey of more than eight thousand adult 

Ecuardorians in regard to racism and related topics. Self-identification of the respondents 

enabled them to contrast the responses of whites, mestizos, Indigenous and Afro-

Ecuadorians (2011:102). The results showed differences among the ethnic groups in 
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levels of awareness of racism; however, they noted that level of education and rural 

residence were more powerful predictors than ethnicity (Beck, Mijeski et al. 2011:102). 

 The first sign of a racial hierarchy being formed in Ecuador, other than during 

Spanish colonization, occurred in the early 20th century. Initially, indigenous peoples of 

the highland region (or sierra) were considered capable of attaining a cultural 

transformation, also understood as overcoming their “Indianness”. They were understood 

as victims of Spanish colonists and thus deserved protection from the state. However, the 

indigenous of the Amazon were seen as savage, backward and unable to be saved from 

their “Indianness” (Beck, Mijeski et al. 2011:103). Thus, discrimination against both 

categories of indigenous were different. Afro-Ecuadorians, on the other hand, were never 

meant to be included in this mestizo unity, pushing them to the absolute bottom of the 

racial hierarchy in Ecuador. They represented a third racial category and were considered 

inherently biologically inferior beings (Beck, Mijeski et al. 2011:103), not unlike the 

perception of blacks in the rest of the world. 

 In the second half of the 20th century, many Ecuadorian intellectuals did not 

believe racial discrimination existed.  Those who recognized this racial discrimination did 

not believe it was of great importance in the Ecuadorian context (Beck, Mijeski et al. 

2011:104). Some even argued that discrimination in Ecuador is based on class rather than 

race: 

 …“[i]n Ecuador the black man can move freely in the streets, avenues or city 
squares; can go into bars, and can be a general, a minister of state, or President of the 
Republic” because in Ecuador “[t]he mestizo or the white has not suffered the malignant 
influence of the [racial] discrimination of foreigners” (Beck, Mijeski et al. 2011:104). 
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 However, if we look at the contexts of many other countries, like the United 

States and even Canada, it is obvious that more often than not class is affected by race, as 

there are many boundaries affecting non-white individuals from attaining similar levels 

of financial success, like opportunity, access to education, health care and so on. Racism, 

to many, is a nonissue in Ecuador. 

iii. Immigration policy, refugee status and gender 

 The following section will discuss a variety of intersectionalities affected by the 

displacement of Colombian peoples and their subsequent life in Ecuador as 

undocumented refugees. It is important that readers acknowledge that the term “refugee” 

is a misnomer that implies a false sense of safety (Schussler, 2008). In reality, the 

Colombian refugees in Ecuador are mostly undocumented and feel little or no more 

stability than they did while living in Colombia (Schussler, 2008). According to the 

Merriam-Webster dictionary, “refuge” refers to shelter or protection from danger or 

trouble, or a place that provides shelter or protection. In contrast, “refugee” refers to 

someone who has been forced to leave a country because of war or for religious or 

political reasons. The term “refugee” promises no safety, protection or shelter. The 

popular image of a refugee does not bring to mind safety, but perhaps overpopulated 

camps, separated families and years upon years away from a home country. 

 While Ecuador is home to the largest number of displaced Colombians in the 

world, they also represent a significant demographic in other parts of Central and South 

America, like Venezuela, Panama, Costa Rica, Chile, Argentina and Brazil (The Refugee 

Council, 1). Approximately half of the refugee population in Ecuador lives in the capital 

of Quito, a city of about 1.6 million. Ninety-eight per cent of all refugees in Ecuador are 



	 9	

Colombian (The UN Refugee Agency, 2014), making refugees in dire need of 

documentation, and consequently social services, primarily an issue for Colombians. 

1. Documented vs. undocumented refugee status 

 The purpose of this section is to explain the very realistic differences between a 

documented and an undocumented refugee in Ecuador. It is important to acknowledge the 

struggles from which Colombian refugees flee, and the struggles they are presented with 

when entering Ecuador and then resistance they face in attaining legal refugee status. 

 Undocumented Colombian refugees in Ecuador are unable to access social 

services or legal protection. If an individual is denied refugee status, this person is met 

with two options, neither of which are pleasant or ideal: leave the country or join “a 

growing invisible population” (Leuter, 2011). Children of undocumented Colombian 

refugees in Ecuador cannot access education, and FLACSO (Facultad Latinoamericana 

de Ciencias Sociales) found that 20 per cent of primary school age children and 40 per 

cent of secondary school age children were not enrolled in school (Gusman, 2011:3). 

Ecuador is home to an estimated 130,000 Colombians in need of international protection, 

including 53,000 documented refugees (Leutert, 2011). This means more than half of the 

refugee population in Ecuador cannot access social services or legal protection and, thus, 

is an invisible population in Ecuador. 

 Prior to 2000, all refugees coming into Ecuador were officially recognized 

without having to undergo an eligibility process (Schussler, 2008). Unfortunately now, 

this has changed. When President Correa was initially elected in February 2007, he 

expressed his willingness to normalize Colombian refugees. However, this has never 
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come to fruition (Schussler, 2008). In fact, the opposite has. Schussler writes that 

oftentimes now the Office of Refugees in Ecuador allows legal concerns to overshadow 

humanitarian ones and, despite assuring the population of their commitment to aid 

refugees, continue to deny Colombians on a basis of legality without consulting the 

context of their situations (2008). It is clear that there is a motive behind restricting 

migration to Ecuador – the border is only open for specific economic activity: 

 The current situation resembles the neoliberal model: there is a free flow of trade 
 and capital between Ecuador and Colombia, while human migration is restricted. 
 If President Correa and the Ecuadorian social movements that support him truly 
 wish to emerge from the "long, sorrowful night of neoliberalism," they must put 
 human rights first, starting with a massive normalization of Colombian refugees 
 (Schussler, 2008). 
 
The situation of Colombian refugees in Ecuador is not being addressed in a humanitarian 

manner. The minority of documented refugees do not even have access to rights, while 

the majority of undocumented refugees do not even have official recognized rights 

(Schussler, 2008). 

2. Ecuador’s immigration policies 

 Ecuador, through its immigration policies, makes it very difficult for at-risk 

Colombians to attain legal refugee status. There are many similarities between 

immigration law in the United States  and Ecuador, and many comparisons can be made 

between the treatment of refugees within both countries. The racialization of refugees 

(Hispanics in the United States and Afro-Colombians in Ecuador) is present in both parts 

of the world, despite whether or not this individual is documented or undocumented, has 

permanent resident status or not. The general judgment is often made based on race and 

ethnicity, rather than merit. However, the legal language in the United States referring to 
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an undocumented refugee (“alien”), is harsh and institutionally degrading. I have yet to 

come across a term legalized by the Ecuadorian government which specifically targets 

undocumented Colombian refugees. 

 According to the US Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 (INA), the term 

“alien” refers to any person who lacks citizenship or status as a national of the United 

States (Cornell University Law School). The term “alien” holds a variety of meanings: 

 Different categories of aliens include resident and nonresident, immigrant and 
 nonimmigrant, and documented and undocumented ("illegal"). The terms 
 "documented" and "undocumented" refer to whether an arriving alien has the 
 proper records and identification for admission into the U.S.  Having the proper  
 records and identification typically requires the alien to possess a valid, unexpired 
 passport and either a visa, border crossing identification card, permanent resident 
 card, or a reentry permit (Cornell University Law School). 

A comparison between the United State’s concept of “alien” versus a Colombian refugee 

illustrates that the patterns of immigration law in both countries have followed similar 

patterns. For example, the Department of Homeland Security opened and replaced the 

INS in response to 9/11, which resulted in tighter borders due to a fear of terrorism from 

the outside world (Cornell University Law School). Similar to this, the Ecuadorian 

government put in place more restrictions in applying for refugee status in direct response 

to the influx of undocumented Columbian refugees. Fluctuating relations between 

Ecuador and Colombia, as well as the Ecuadorian perception that all Colombians bring 

crime to other countries, are reasons behind this shift (Leuter, 2011). Ecuadorian 

President Rafael Correa’s change in rhetoric in 2011 surrounding refugees guided this 

change in perception and provided legal justification for denying more and more 

Colombian refugees official status: “Before,” Correa said, “the process was very lax … 

Sometimes, delinquents asked for refuge and were granted refugee status … This is 
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ending” (Leutert, 2011). Stephanie Leutert wrote a column on Colombian refugees as 

Ecuadoria’s political scapegoats, and said that this significant change in rhetoric creates a 

link between stricter restrictions for refugees with the reduction of crime. In the past, 

Colombians were understood as victims of a humanitarian crisis and are now seen as a 

national security concern (Leutert, 2011). 

3. Gendered impacts on female refugees 

 The majority of Colombian refugees in Ecuador are women and children 

(Gusman, 2011). Although many women are also internally displaced, the overall 

violence against women in Colombia, leading to any form of displacement, gives the 

issue an inherently gender-based aspect. The economic and social difficulties and 

physical traumas women face within Colombia provide a long list of reasons why 

Colombian women would choose to migrate. Although the overall violence and 

destruction within Colombia affects all citizens, it has specific attributes that primarily 

affect women and childrendifferently  than they affect  men. 

 According to a study of gender-based violence against female refugees, more than 

360 women are killed annually as a result of political violence in Colombia (Ward, 

2002:105). Furthermore, the study shows that sexual violence is systematically used 

against Colombian women and girls as a tactic to destabilize the population (Ward, 

2002:107). In essence, this systematic violence against a large demographic creates a 

“culture of impunity” that the perpetrators of this violence enjoy (Ward, 2002:109). As 

discussed in the previous section outlining the history of violence in Colombia, no one 

can agree on who exactly the perpetrators are, meaning they can commit crimes without 
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consequence: specifically against women who are often be too afraid to report crimes as 

their claims rarely are addressed. 

 Female respondents in one study said they experienced many of the same 

prejudices that affect refugees in general. However, there were gendered impacts that 

were different, such as the assumption that all female refugees are prostitutes and are 

“sexually easy”. These and other assumptions lead to these women often being expected 

to perform sexual acts for potential employers in order to obtain work (Betancourt, 

Decena et al., 2013:122). Indigenous people and Afro-Colombians are the most likely to 

lack documentation, while single women and young girls are even more  at risk and prone 

to exploitation and abuse, regardless of documentation. Lack of registration means no 

state services and extreme vulnerability that puts specific strain on the female population, 

along with children (Verney, 2009:60). One such woman, for example, Natalia (surname 

not provided) was forced to flee Colombia with her children due to gang violence within 

her family. This was deemed an invalid reason for her to obtain refugee status by 

Ecuadorian authorities (Leutert, 2012). The Ecuadorian government failed to understand 

the context of this violence in terms of her gender. 

iv. Discrimination against Colombian refugees in Ecuador 

 There are a variety of aspects of discrimination that Colombian refugees face in 

Ecuador. They act as barriers to achieving a stable level of health and well-being within 

their new environment in a variety of ways. The majority of respondents in one field 

study mentioned experiencing xenophobic and financial barriers, while living in Ecuador 

without friends or family (Betancourt, Decena et al., 2013). The study also found that 

discrimination affected their access to food, housing, education, employment and health 
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care – all of the basic necessities of life, especially within a new country. Colombian 

refugees not only have the stress of adapting to a new country, but also dealing with 

forms of discrimination, which were said to cause high levels of stress, anxiety and 

depression (Betancourt, Decena et al., 2013): 

 Afro-Colombians described ‘racism’ in addition to being viewed as a Colombian 
 and thus categorized as ‘violent and criminal’ (Betancourt, Decena et al., 
 2013:121). 

Ecuadorian surveys demonstrate that Colombians are the most negatively perceived 

nationality group within the country (Parkinson, 2012). Discrimination and fear of being 

found leads many refugees to avoid interaction with other Colombians, further 

contributing to their isolation (Parkinson, 2012). Similar to the situation for Latinos/as in 

Southern California, immigration status is infused with race. Although I could not find a 

derogatory term that people use to refer to Colombian refugees, it is clear that there is a 

racialized concept of who they are, particularly Afro-Colombian criminals. These people 

become invisible, much like the “alien” in the United States: 

 The term illegal alien is used as a hidden racial code for Mexican, Central 
 American and Hispanic… All Latinas/os become potential suspects and 
 experience the social effects of being attached to a stigmatized group (Bonacich, 
 Alimahomed et al. 2009:347). 

Forced displacement or immigration disproportionately affects certain demographics 

within Colombia in terms of ethnicity, gender and class: 

 Displacement in Colombia disproportionately affects Afro-Colombians and  
 indigenous peoples (who live in rural areas, typically rich in resources and 
 coveted by armed groups), people who are lower-class (94% of IDPs are poor, 
 although many are impoverished due to displacement), people who are peasants 
 or live in rural areas (although intra-urban displacement is becoming a growing 
 phenomenon). Displaced people are disproportionately single women with 
 children (Anonymous, 2013). 
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This last point could also contributes to the following section on refugee identity, that is 

created through these gendered, classist and racist forms of forced displacement. It could 

reinforce the public perception of who is a refugee, and also create a concept of self-

worth and pressure to “become” a refugee as is publicly perceived, because it is expected. 

 v. Identity of a refugee 

 The experience of a refugee “is a complex process involving loss and 

regeneration” (Camino and Krulfeld, 1994:ix). There are a variety of aspects of migration 

which affect the identities of refugees. Refugees are expected to undergo quick and 

unplanned upheaval of their former lives, often in violent and destructive ways, only to 

have to adapt to a foreign culture and environment. Often called into question are ethnic 

and national identity, which are constantly challenged by their new surroundings 

(Camino and Krulfeld, 1994:x) Camino and Krulfeld write that there are significant ties 

between ethnicity and ethnic identity and political and economic conditions (1994:x). The 

identities, they say, are often seen as fluid Group Identities, meaning homogenization can 

occur. 

 Racialization of Colombian immigration is deeply rooted in the global history of 

colonialism. Europe created a world in which ethnic groups are ranked 

hierarchically.,This has been occurring since Spain colonized Latin America. These 

ideologies were brought to this part of this world, and are now maintained through global 

capitalism and racism: 

 Racialization is…associated with the emergence of capitalism in Western  Europe 
 and its concomitant imperialist expansion…Europeans constructed  colonized 
 peoples as ‘uncivilized’ and ‘heathen,’ which acted as an ideological 
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 weapon to justify their conquest, genocide, exploitation, and other forms of 
 oppression (Bonacich, Alimahomed et al., 2009:343). 

Racism has been woven into the fabric of Ecuadorian society since early colonial times 

and still thrives through Ecuadorian society (Almeida Vinueza, 2008). It is an unfortunate 

reality that Colombian refugees often feel the brunt of this heavily entrenched racism. 
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